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Society crumbles after an EMP attack, and the terrifying nightmare has only just begunâ€¦Three

people from different walks of life each experience the end of America. Cassy is a 33-year-old

prepper and single mother, away on business. Ethan is a hacker and conspiracy nut living

underground. Frank is a family man out camping with friends and family. When a devastating EMP

attack in the middle of the night destroys Americaâ€™s infrastructure, they are propelled on an

unforgettable journey across an ocean of chaos to reach safetyâ€¦ Safety from an unknown invader

and from once-fellow Americans now hungry and desperate. Dark New World is a prepper story of

survival and the fight to retain humanity in the face of an apocalyptic event.Includes a sneak peek of

Book 2*** For a limited time, you can get JJ Holden's latest unreleased short story for FREE - click

here to find out more -> jjholdenbooks.com/newsletter (just copy and paste into your browser)
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When I bought this ebook, I hoped for a quick, fast-paced read with characters developed enough to

think and maybe even care about after I'd finished, and without a lot of how-to or philosophical

blather. Most of all, I wanted good story to spend a few hours with. Yeah, I know, that's asking a lot

of one of these low-end  ebooks.This book, somewhat unexpectedly, delivered exactly what I

wanted - and more. For such a short book (170-something pages) this well delivered tale hooked

me thoroughly for the next one in the series. I like a good series, and judging by this first entry,

Holden's "Dark New World" is going to have me hooked for a good long while.A note about the POV

shifts and focus changes some reviewers found jarring. Many writers, from Vonnegut on, use short

sections and frequent shifts in focus as a way to describe a central event or a period of chaotic

action "from the outside in," without having to resort to exposition. In a way, it's a form of "show,

don't tell" and Holden uses it well here. What could be more chaotic than the hours and days

immediately following the total infrastructure collapse that an EMP attack would cause? Holden

uses short sections and focus shifting to get this across, and it works. As a reader, Holden's

narrative skill immersed me believably in a chaos the U.S. has been lucky enough to avoid so far.As

chaos set in following the kickoff EMP attack, I found people's responses to it completely plausible.

From getting drunk, to staying low while sneaking out of Dodge, to stealing whatever is available

before it's gone, Holden describes the response without judgment. It's just how people are, and I

found myself nodding my head at these characters, even the "worst" ones, more than once.
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